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= VADER | 
It is “a wipenaay of insurgence. Rebel | 


J spaceships, striking from a hidden base © 
on a moon of Yavin, have. won a shocking 


surprise victory. against the nee reer | 


=o of the Galactic aur. 


: = The rare Ss ulumate ‘peacekeeping - 
force, THE DEATH STAR, was: destroyed — 


due to an ‘unforeseen design’ flaw. 


| Without this deterrent, the rule of lawi is in. 


— Chaos looms! 


_, For the ‘nineteen years “after. “the” 
a vanquishing of the Jedi and iy painful 
rebirth on volcanic. Mustafar, Sith Lord 
_ DARTH VADER has faithfully served his 

_ master. But now, he has failed the | 


__Emperoran and must t pay t the e price... oo 
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DO 
NOT MAKE ME 
RECONSIDER MY 
GENEROSITY. 
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DISMISS 
THE AUDIENCE, 
HUTT. 


eg 
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RETURN HERE 
URN H 
TOMORROW IN THIS IS A 
MY OFFICIAL |. SSO i 
CAPACITY. ve AO 
SATISFACTION. 


I WAS NOT, 
HUTT. THAT 1S NOT 
THE WAY OF THE SITH. 
YOU HAVENT DEALT 
WITH A JEDI IN A 
LONG TIME. 


THEY ARE 


<HEH. DO NOT EVEN 
THINK TO TRY TO 
PERFORM A MIND 
TRICK> 
<THEY 
DO NOT WORK 
ON THE GREAT 
JABBA.> 


STEP 


GONE. THE 
REASON WHY | 
STANDS BEFORE -== 
YOU. 


WT IEY 
\\ Cp 
AC 4/ HAVE FOR THAT HEAD Ji 
OF YOURS?> 


Wp = <DO YOU KNOW THE 
y BOUNTY THE REBELS 


<THE EMPEROR'S 
BLUDGEON, ALONE, 
IN SECRET...> 


CAREFULLY. 


<WHAT THE... DARKER 
FACTIONS ALONE 
OFFER SHOULD BE A 
COMPLIMENT TO 
YOU, VADER...» 


<IF YOU 
DISAPPEARED, 
NO ONE WOULD 
EVER KNOW...> 
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MIND 
TRICKS ARE 
NOT OF THE 
DARK SIDE 


Y voyou 
t UNDERSTAND? 


<IT IS 
DIFFICULT NOT 
TO RESPECT 
THAT.> 


One Day Earlier 
The Imperial Palace, Coruscant 


“THE REBELS WERE 
POSING AS THE ENVOY, 


AND USED IT TO 
INFILTRATE THE MOON.” 


[ala 
THEY TORTURED \ 
THE OVERSEER INTO 
REVEALING THE BASE’S 


DESTROYING THE 
CORE REACTO 


“THEY HAD... 
A CERTAIN 
| SUCCESS.” 


THIS IS A ¢ 
CONSIDERABLE 
SETBACK TO OUR 

PRODUCTION. 


WHAT OF THE 
OVERSEER? 


I BROUGHT 
AGGADEEN 
WITH ME. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO HEAR HIM 
YOURSELF. 
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THE REBEL 
AGENTS 
TROUBLED ME. 
es ENOUGH Pel 

US TALK OF 
OF THEM. 4. “FAILURE.” 


7 Ke, 


THE 
OVERSEER WILL 
NOT FAIL 


~~ 
» 


NO LONGER HAVE 
THE SENATE TO HOLD 
ORDER. WE DO NOT HAVE 

. THE DEATH STAR TO 
i. FORCE IT. 


OUR GREATEST 
WEAPON IS GONE. 
# OUR PRODUCTION IS }i)} 


IN ASHES. WE ARE A} 
[r BESIEGED. t 


YOU TAGGED 
\7 THE REBEL SHIP WITH 
A HOMING BEACON THEN 
LET THE REBELS ESCAPE 
\ WITH THE DEATH 
STAR PLANS. 
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ALONE IN MY 
FAILINGS. THE 
ARROGANCE OF 
THE WEAPON 
COURTED 


I TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR MY 
ACTIONS. 


BUT I was NOT VE 


WE KEPT THE SKELETON OF THE 
REPUBLIC FOR NEARLY TWENTY 
YEARS WHILE THE DEATH STAR WAS 
CONTE eee YEARS, 
ICE. 
id ALL THAT 


/ PLANNING IS NOW 

| A LAYER OF DUST 

ORBITING AROUND 
YAVIN.... 


THESE YEARS, 
WE HAVE NEVER 
SKIRTED CLOSER 

TO DISASTER... , 


EVEN THE POWER OF 

THAT SPACE STATION 
KA comvaneD to 
Yes 


YES, TARKIN, MOTTI - YOU, AN ISOLATED 
AND THE OTHERS } SURVIVOR OF THE GREATEST 
SHARE THE oo | MILITARY DISASTER IN ALL 
BLAME. ~ MY EMPIRE'S HISTORY? 


BUT YOU 
ARE THE ONLY 
ONE STILL LIVING 
TO SUFFER MY 

ANGER. _. 


7 _ OH, YOU ARE 
y / TRULY THE CHOSEN 
| ONE, VADER. CHOSEN 
[\ TO BETHE ONE 
\ RESPONSIBLE. 


YOU THINK 
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“IT WAS LUCKY HE LEFT THE STATION 
BEFORE ITS DESTRUCTION TO RETURN 
TO HIS BELOVED FLEET, OR I WOULD 

HAVE NO ONE I COULD USE.” 


HE IS 
TO ASSUME 
PRIMACY. 
YOU 
WILL ACT 


ACCORDING 
TO HIS WILL. 
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BUT FIRST, YOU 
MUST FINISH YOUR 
DEALINGS WITH 
THE HUTT. 


IF HE CANNOT “J 
BRING AN AGENT TO 
THE CORE, WE MUST 
GO TO THE OUTER 
RIM. 
WE HAVE 
NO TIME TO OPEN 
CONVERSATIONS WITH 


THE CRYMORAH OR 
ANY OF THE OTHER 


CRIME LORDS... T 


TWN 
\ 
HE WILL 


EXPECT YOU IN 
: TWO DAYS’ TIME. 
By MAKE THE DEAL. 


THEN IT 
S TIME YOU 
HAD SOME 
rz PRACTICE. 
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ITISA \ 
PASSING PHASE WE MUST 
ENDURE. EVENTUALLY THE 
EMPIRE WILL CLAIM THE OUTER 

RIM. IT 1S NOT WITHOUT 
PRECEDENTS TO GO TO 

THE PERIPHERY TO 

SECURE THE CENTER. 


BESIDES, LORD VADER.. 
A TRIP TO TATOOINE? 
I'M SURE IT WILL BE 
SENTIMENTAL... 
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I WAS 
EXPECTING 
YOU. 


I AM NOT 
ACCUSTOMED TO 
“HAGGLING.” 
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\ rm SS 
WHO IS THIS, | 
MASTER? 


ARE YOU 
TRYING TO HIDE 
SOMETHING 
FROM ME? 


OF THE SITH 
ASKING QUESTIONS 
/| AND EXPECTING THEM TO 
{ \ BE MEEKLY ANSWERED? 
YOU ARE A POOR 
APPRENTICE IF YOU 
THINK SO... 


IS THERE \ 
ANYTHING 


ELSE TO 


REPORT? , 
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WHO WAS 
e e) 
ei) 


ae OLD MAN 
WHO THOUGHT 
HE COULD HELP 
GIFTED 
CHILDREN. 
HE WAS 
MISTAKEN. 


I WAS 
= THERE, ON 
THE DEATH STAR. 
I SAW WHAT YOU 
DID TO HIM. 


YOU KILLED 
MASTER 
KENOBI! 


WAIT... THIS 


IGHTSABER... 
I BELONGED 
KNOW THIS TO-- 
WEAPON. 


THE BOY. 

OBI-WAN 

GAVE HIM MY 
SABER... 


NOTHING 
TO TROUBLE 
YOURSELF WITH, 
MASTER. 


= WE NEED TO 
TRAVEL ACROSS THE 
RIM TO COLLECT THE TRADE 


f GOODS, BUT WE'LL STILL BE us aig TAKE ME | \ 
/ BACK TO TATOOINE IN he 7 TOTATOOINE Yj || \ 


GOOD TIME FOR THE My FIRST, THEN GO 
MEETING, SIR {| \ 7 /( AND COLLECT WHAT | 
WE NEED, THEN 
RETURN. ff 


Marge my 


a a 


THAT 
EXTENDS THE 
JOURNEY, SIR. TO 
HIT THE DEADLINE, 
. THE ENGINES-- © 


WILL 
ONLY BE A i 
PROBLEM IF YOUR [im 
ENGINEERS ARE 
SUBSTANDARD. 


ee ARE YOU 

a, ADMITTING YOUR 
es CREW IS 

SUBSTANDARD? 


IF SO, YOU 
UNDERSTAND 


THAT REFLECTS MOST 
POORLY ON YOUR 
COMMAND. 


.-L WOULD 
MEDITATE. 


I AM. 
AND YOU'RE 
THE BEST 
JABBA HAS. 


ARE YOU 
BOUNTY HUNTERS 
UP TO THE 
CHALLENGE? 
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THERE IS AN 
X-WING PILOT. HE... 
KNEW AN OBI-WAN 

KENOBI. 


HE LEFT THIS 
PLANET ABOARD 
A SMUGGLING VESSEL 


CALLED THE 
ZQo A MmiLLENNIUM 
<> ——™ "FALCON. 


<—_{ IKNOW 
—\ THE SHIP. 2:2 


ABOUT BLACK THERE'S AN 


KRRSANTAN? 


AGENT. I WANT HIM 
TRACED. HE IS ENGAGED 
IN SECRET WORK FOR 
THE EMPEROR. IT IS A 
SECRET I WOULD WISH 
TO SHARE. 


BRING HIM 
TO ME. I WOULD 


HAVE A 
CONVERSATION. 


THE ONLY 
TIME I FAIL IS IF 
YOU HIRED ME TO 
FAIL. I'LL GET 
THIS KID. 


BLACK 
KRRSANTAN’S GUY 
MAY NOT HAVE ALL 

THEIR LIMBS WHEN HE 
DELIVERS THEM, BUT 
p THEY WON'T 


GOOD. 
THEN LET US 
MAKE OUR START 
IMMEDIATELY. 


I'VE BEEN 
DELAYED ON THIS 
PLANET LONG 
ENOUGH... 


AND ALL 
MY PRESENT 
BUSINESS IS 
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